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15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15, KJV).

Jesus told him, “I am the Way— yes, and the Truth and the Life. No one can get to the Father except by means
of me . . . The one who obeys me is the one who loves me; and because he loves me, my Father will love him; and I
will too, and I will reveal myself to him”(John 14:6,21).

Introduction
Have you ever felt hesitant to share the gospel because you thought the other person simply would not be interested?
Have you ever sensed the Lord leading you to witness to some­ one, but you heard a small voice telling you, “You’ll only start an argument”?
Or have you been slow to share your faith because you didn’t feel you had the gift of evangelism, and witnessing is better left to those with “the gift?”
These are emotions that every Christian has felt at one time or another. I certainly have struggled with them. However, during 50 years of sharing Christ and training others to do the same, I have been unable to find any biblical rationale to justify those reasons for not witnessing. In fact, from my personal experiences and studies of God’s Word, five key concepts have been made clear to me concerning witnessing—concepts that impact the lives of every Christ­ ian.

Christ has given a clear command to every Christian.
Jesus Christ’s last command to the Christian community was, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15, KJV).

This command, which the church calls the Great Commission, was not intended only for the 11 remaining disciples, or just for the apostles, or only for those now who have the gift of evangelism.
This command is the duty and privilege of every man and woman who confesses Christ as Lord. We cannot pick and choose which commands of our Lord we will follow.

I. Men and women are lost without Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6, KJV). God’s Word also reminds us, “) 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12 (KJV).
When I spoke to several hundred students at an evangelistic event in Minnesota, several of them gathered afterward to ask questions. As I counseled them, I noticed an angry young student from India impatiently pacing back and forth.
When I finally was able to interact with him, he practically exploded at me. “I resent you Christians!” he spat out. “You are arrogant, narrow, and bigoted. I am a Hindu—I believe that Christianity is one way to God, but you Christians are not willing to believe that my religion is another way to God.”
“I am sorry if I have offended you,” I apologized. “But I must remind you that ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me’ was a claim that Jesus Christ made about Himself. What do you think of Jesus?”
He thought for a moment before he responded. “I would have to say He is the greatest man who ever lived.”
I learned from this young man that he was working toward a double doctorate in physics and chemistry. As we talked, I explained more about the claims Jesus made about Himself - how He died for our sin and was raised from the dead and how His life demonstrated that He was indeed the Son of God. The young man’s anger subsided.
“Now tell me,” I said, “do you believe that ‘the greatest man who ever lived’ would lie about Himself? Or do you believe He was a deluded lunatic who just thought He was the only way to God?”
The young scholar realized the logic of John 14:6. His countenance changed, as if sunlight had broken through fierce storm clouds in his heart.
“Would you like to receive Christ as your Savior and Lord?” I asked.
“Yes, I would,” he replied. “I understand it now.”
What a thrill it was to see this brilliant young scholar receive Jesus Christ into his life as Savior and Lord!
Men and women are truly lost without Jesus Christ.   According to God’s Word, He is the only way to bridge the gap between humankind and God. Without Him, people cannot know God and have assurance of eternal life.

II. Rather than being “not interested,” the people of the world are looking for God. When properly approached in the power of the Holy Spirit, the majority are truly hungry for the gospel.
Indeed, vast fields of human souls are ripening all around us and are ready now for reaping. We must assume that the family member, neighbor, co-worker, or person we’ve just met will be interested in the good news we have to tell. Always presuppose a positive response. The person may have just gone through a set of circumstances that has prepared his or her heart to receive Jesus Christ. God may have been leading the person to an awareness of his or her need for truth. Perhaps the person has felt especially alone or in need of love.

III. We Christians have in our possession the greatest gift available to mankind - the greatest news ever announced.
Christ is risen!   We serve a living Savior, who not only lives within us in all His resurrection power, but also has assured us of eternal life. He died on the cross in our place, for our sin, then rose from the dead. We have direct fellowship with God through Jesus Christ. And this fellowship, this peace, this gift of eternal life is available to all who receive Him.
Why are we so hesitant to share this good news? Why is it that we so readily discuss our political views or athletic preferences, our gas mileage or utility bills, our children’s growing pains or our office gossip, but clam up when it comes to discussing the greatest news ever announced?
If our faith in Christ really means as much to us as it should, then it only follows that our faith should be the number one message on our lips.   People want to hear good news.   And when you present it in the power of the Holy Spirit and with love, you will usually see a positive response.
Several years ago, a group of young Christians were singing Christmas carols in Hollywood and Beverly Hills. They had called to make appointments to sing at several TV and movie stars’ homes, and then, after singing, they left a copy of the Van Dusen letter, a letter I had written about Jesus and how one can know Him personally.
One actor—well-known for his lead roles in two long-lasting family TV series—was particularly gracious to the carolers, and the next day he called the group leader.
“I’ve read this letter a dozen times,” his voice boomed over the phone. “I’ve never read anything so wonderful. Could I meet Mr. Bright?”
The group leader gave my office the message, and I called the gentleman.
“Mr. Bright—”
“Please, call me Bill,” I interrupted. “I’ve watched your shows enough to feel like I know you already.”
“Bill, I know you must be very busy,” he apologized. I could sense a feeling of awkward determination in his voice. “I really must see you. I don’t want to impose on you, but would you please take a few minutes and see me?”
We arranged for him to meet me at my home. After getting out of his expensive antique car, he bounded up the steps to greet me with a firm handshake and his familiar smile.
“I’ve been reading your letter and it’s been very meaningful to me,” he began, after we had chatted for a few minutes over iced tea. “I’ve been a member of the vestry of my church for years, but I’ve never read anything like your letter. I don’t know Christ personally, and I want you to help me.”
We talked briefly about the content of the letter, but he didn’t need convincing. He was ready. We got on our knees by the sofa in the living room, and he prayed the most beautiful, heartwarming prayer for salvation I have ever heard. Then, as we stood, he gave me a bear hug that almost cracked my ribs. He went away as delighted as a child at Christmas because of the assurance of his salvation.

IV. The love of Jesus Christ for us, and our love for Him, compels us to share Him with others.
Jesus said, “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him..” (John 14:21).   In other words, Jesus measures our love for Him by the extent and genuineness of our obedience to Him. And as we obey, He promises He will reveal Himself to us: “ he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him” (John 14:21).
What are we to obey? When it comes to witnessing, we have the specific commandment from Jesus Christ: 
“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15). Helping to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission is both a duty and a privilege. We share because we love Christ. We share because He loves us. We share because we want to honor and obey Him. We share because He gives us a special love for others.
As a corollary to that specific commandment, we are also called to be obedient to God’s daily guidance as He brings us into contact with people from all walks of life. We’ve all experienced that special feeling—that whisper deep inside telling us, “Tell this person about Jesus Christ.” But, for one reason or another—fear, rushed schedule, not knowing what to say— we are tempted to neglect the whisper and proceed with “more important things.” 

Jesus promised, “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matt. 4:19,).   It is our responsibility to follow Jesus. It is His responsibility to make us fishers of men.  We have a ringing command from our Lord to share the gospel, and men and women are lost without Him. Indeed, they are hungry for the good news, and we Christians have in our possession the greatest news ever announced. Our love for the Lord—and His love for us—compels us to obey Him as He leads us into the sharing opportunities of each day.
As you walk in prayerful fellowship with the Lord, always, whenever you’re alone with someone, consider it a divine appointment.   Always be ready to share your faith. It could well be that God has led that person to you because you know the good news and that person needs to hear it.

Summary
· People all around you are indeed hungry for the good news that Christ died for their sins. Without Jesus, they have no hope of knowing God or of having eternal life.
· God opens up unique witnessing opportunities to you, sometimes in the most unlikely of circumstances. He doesn’t expect eloquence, but He does expect obedience.
· You have in your possession the greatest news ever announced. Why be so hesitant to share it with others?
· Christ has commanded us: “ And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  Mark 16:15).  If we love Him, we will obey Him: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” (John 14:21).
· Whenever you’re alone with someone for a few minutes or more, consider it a divine appointment.
· Acts 1:8 records the promise of power to be His witness: “ But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
· If we are not fishing for men, we are not following Jesus (Matt. 4:19).

© 1994, 1997 North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, Alpharetta, Georgia, USA.  Used by permission. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] 

26
27

