
YOUTH SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  ·  LESSON 165

THE PROMISE AND MINISTRY OF

THE COMFORTER
John 14:16–31 · John 16:1–33  ·  The Holy Spirit promised, His ministry revealed, and strength for the persecuted.

MEMORY VERSE  ·  JOHN 14:26

"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."

Text: John 14:16–31; 16:1–33



LESSON OVERVIEW  ·  JOHN 14–16

Five Promises Christ Made Before He Ascended
Every promise is a gift — but the Comforter is the one that makes all the others real in our lives.

01 The Comforter

The Holy Spirit — to abide with 
believers forever (John 14:16,17)

02
A Post-Resurrection 
Visit

He would return and appear to His 
disciples (John 16:16-22)

03 Answered Prayer

Whatever they asked the Father in His 
name would be given (John 16:23-27)

04 His Return to the Father

Explaining the full scope of His mission and return (John 16:28-30)

05 Victory Over Adversity

"In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer" (John 
16:33)



FIELD NOTE 01  ·  JOHN 14:16–17, 26

Seven Names for One Person
Every name reveals a different facet of who the Spirit is and what He does.

1 Holy Spirit

John 14:16

Sent by the Father — God Himself 
dwelling in us

2 Spirit of Truth

John 14:17

Guides into all truth; the world cannot 
receive Him

3 Holy Ghost

John 14:26

Teaches and recalls everything Christ said

4 Promise of the Father

Luke 24:49

The gift Christ told disciples to wait for in 
Jerusalem

5 Spirit of Holiness

Romans 1:4

Declared Christ Son of God through His 
resurrection

6 Spirit of Glory

1 Peter 4:14

Rests on the persecuted; glorified in their 
suffering

7 Spirit of the Lord

Isaiah 11:2

Wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, 
knowledge, fear of God



FIELD NOTE 02  ·  JOHN 14:26; ISAIAH 11:2–3

Fifteen Works of the Holy Spirit
The Spirit is not passive — He acts in every dimension of a believer's life.

i Exposes sin ii Convicts of sin iii Regenerates

iv Adopts into God's family v Gives victory in temptation vi Fills believers with joy

vii Gives peace & boldness viii Sanctifies ix Intercedes for saints

x Illuminates xi Inspires & reveals xii Empowers

xiii Directs gospel work xiv Confirms with signs xv Comforts the persecuted



FIELD NOTE 03  ·  ISAIAH 11:2–3; JOHN 14:26

Six Gifts the Spirit Brings
ISAIAH 11:2–3

"The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him — the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord."

1
Wisdom

Knowing the right course in complex situations — 
discerning God's will from man's advice

2
Understanding

Grasping the deep meaning of God's Word beyond the 
surface level

3
Counsel

Knowing when and how to speak, act, and guide others — 
Spirit-directed decision-making

4
Might (Power)

Supernatural strength for service, soul-winning, and 
overcoming temptation

5
Knowledge

Revealed knowledge of God that no classroom or textbook 
alone can give

6
Fear of the Lord

Deep reverence that shapes character, keeps you holy, and 
makes you effective



FIELD NOTE 04  ·  JOHN 14:26; ACTS 1:4,8; ACTS 2:39

Steps to Receiving the Holy Spirit

01

Be Saved

Repent of sin and 
receive Christ by faith. 
Acts 2:38

02

Be Sanctified

Yield every area of life 
to God's cleansing by 
the blood of Christ

03

Believe the 
Promise

Have faith in Christ's 
specific promise of the 
Spirit. John 14:16

04

Pray Fervently

Ask earnestly, as the 
disciples did in the 
upper room. Luke 
24:49

05

Expect & Desire

Come with strong 
desire and great 
expectation. Matthew 
5:6

"For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call." — Acts 2:39



FIELD NOTE 05  ·  JOHN 14:21,23

Love Proved by Obedience
The Holy Spirit is given to those who love Christ — and love is proved by keeping His commandments.

JOHN 14:21

"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him."

JOHN 14:23

"If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him."

You CLAIM to love God

But love without obedience is just sentiment — it has no power and no 
reward

You KEEP His commandments

This is the real evidence — visible, daily, costly choices that honour 
Christ

God LOVES you in return

The Father and Son make their home in the obedient heart — they 
dwell there

He REVEALS Himself to you

Deeper revelation follows deeper obedience — the Spirit shows more 
to those who trust more

Apart from the Holy Ghost, Christ charged His disciples to keep His commandments as evidence of love.



FIELD NOTE 06  ·  JOHN 16:1–6; 1 PETER 4:12–16

Christ Predicted Persecution — Nine Truths
He told them before it happened so they would not be caught off guard. Forewarned is forearmed.

"And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me… that when the time shall come, ye may remember." — 
John 16:3,4

a
Certainty

Persecution WILL come — a certainty 
for genuine believers, not a possibility

b
Severity

It can be intense and precise, targeting 
specific parts of your faith

c
Scope

Broad throughout history, reaching 
believers in every generation

d
Sorrow

Persecution causes real grief — Christ 
never dismisses this pain

e
Source

It comes from those who do not know 
the Father (John 16:3)

f
Shared Suffering

We share in Christ's own sufferings — it 
links us to Him

g
Saintly Behaviour

How we respond is the test — react 
with grace, not bitterness

h
Saviour's Support

We are never alone — the Spirit 
sustains us from within

i
Sure Benefits

"The spirit of glory… resteth upon you" 
— 1 Peter 4:14



FIELD NOTE 07  ·  1 PETER 4:12–16

How to Behave Under Persecution
1 PETER 4:12–16 (KJV — key sections)

"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto 
you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy."

🔥
Do Not Be Surprised

"Think it not strange" — persecution is the normal 
Christian experience, not an anomaly or sign of 
failure

🎉
Rejoice in Suffering

Sharing Christ's sufferings links you to His coming 
glory — future joy is guaranteed by present pain

✋
Don't Suffer as a Wrongdoer

Endure only for righteousness — suffering as a 
criminal or busybody carries no spiritual reward

🙌
Glorify God in It

Let your response to persecution be itself a 
testimony — the Spirit rests on you visibly (1 Peter 
4:14)



FIELD NOTE 08  ·  JOHN 16:16–33

Christ's Response to Grief: Ask and Receive
The disciples were sorrowful, ignorant, and discouraged. Christ's answer was not sympathy alone — it was instruction.

THE DISCIPLES' CONDITION

😔  Sorrow

Grieved at the news of Christ's departure

😕  Ignorance

Did not fully understand what He was saying

😟  Discouragement

Facing the world without their Master felt overwhelming

CHRIST'S RESPONSE

✨  Permanent Joy

A joy the world cannot give or take away

🙏  Answered Prayer

Ask in my name, and ye shall receive (John 16:24)

🏆  World Overcome

"Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (16:33)

JOHN 16:23–24  "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you… ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full."



MEMORY VERSE  ·  FIELD NOTE 09

Four Roles of the Holy Spirit in One Verse
JOHN 14:26

"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 

you."

COMFORTER

Paraclete — one called 
alongside

He doesn't just send 
messages — He comes near. 
He is present with you in 
every trial.

HOLY GHOST

The Holy Spirit — God Himself

Not a force or feeling. A 
Person of the Trinity, 
personal, responsive, and 
real.

TEACH ALL

The Spirit as your personal 
teacher

No truth of God is beyond the 
Spirit's ability to explain to a 
willing heart.

REMEMBER

Recall what Christ said — 
exactly

In the moment of pressure, 
trial, or decision — the Spirit 
brings the Word back to mind.



WHAT WE TAKE HOME  ·  JOHN 14–16

Five Lessons From Lesson 165

01 Seek the Holy Spirit

He is promised, He is available, He is 
necessary — you cannot live the 
Christian life without Him. Acts 2:39

02 Obedience proves love

Claiming to love Christ without 
keeping His commandments is empty. 
True love shows itself in action. John 
14:21

03 Persecution is certain

It is not a sign God has abandoned 
you — it is the expected experience 
of a genuine disciple. John 16:33

04 Pray in His name

The Spirit empowers your prayer life dramatically. Ask, and you 
will receive — joy will be full. John 16:24

05 The Spirit stays with you

Unlike every earthly comforter, the Holy Spirit abides forever — 
in trial, persecution, and death. John 14:16



DAILY BIBLE READING IN ONE YEAR

This week's reading plan.

SUN
Sunday

Luke 23 – 24
MO
N

Monday

Leviticus 1 – 4

TUE
Tuesday

Leviticus 5 – 7
WE
D

Wednesday

Leviticus 8 – 11

THU
Thursday

Leviticus 12 – 14
FRI

Friday

Leviticus 15 – 17

SAT
Saturday

Leviticus 18 – 20

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." — 2 Timothy 2:15



YOUR COMMISSION

Walk in the Spirit This Week.
This week, take one step closer to the Comforter.

• If you have not yet received the Holy Spirit, begin the five steps — start with genuine repentance.

• If you are facing persecution at school or home, ask the Spirit to rest on you with His peace.

• Memorise John 14:26 — let the Comforter bring it back to you at the right moment.

"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things." — 
John 14:26

Lesson 165  ·  YSTS  ·  Text: John 14:16–31; 16:1–33


